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Background 

In an era where climate change poses unprecedented challenges across the globe, the role of legal education 
becomes critically important in preparing a new generation of lawyers who are not only aware of but also 
proficient in navigating and addressing these challenges. This book delves into the evolving landscape of 
legal education, focusing on the imperative integration of climate change laws into the core curricula of 
law schools. The urgency of climate change, with its wide-ranging impacts on environmental, economic, 
social, and human rights issues, necessitates that lawyers be equipped with the necessary tools and 
knowledge to advocate for effective policies, enforce legal standards, and ensure justice. 

Climate change is not a distant concern but a present reality that affects various aspects of human life and 
governance. As such, the legal profession must adapt to address the legal ramifications of climate-related 
issues that are already impacting communities worldwide. This includes navigating complex regulations 
related to environmental protection, resolving disputes stemming from resource scarcity, advocating for 
vulnerable populations disproportionately affected by climate change, and engaging in international 
negotiations and treaties that aim to mitigate climate impacts. 

The importance of integrating climate change into legal education is multifaceted. Firstly, it prepares 
students to enter a legal job market where demand is growing for expertise in environmental and climate 
law. Secondly, it ensures that lawyers are capable of contributing positively to public policy debates and 
legal reforms essential for sustainable development. Thirdly, understanding climate change laws fosters a 
broader perspective on global and local issues, encouraging lawyers to think critically about the 
intersection of law, technology, and science in tackling one of the most significant challenges of our time. 
It would be wrong to frame the challenge as a niche specialty of environmental or “climate change law” 
applicable only to a few practitioners, clients in limited economic sectors and geographic areas, or isolated 
matters. 

The book has a normative approach to the evolving curriculum in law schools, with a special focus on how 
climate change is integrated into legal education. It draws extensively from the rich body of literature and 
practical advancements made in Australia, a nation at the forefront of incorporating environmental issues 
into legal frameworks due to its unique environmental challenges and proactive policy responses, and a 
ground-breaking project at the Van Vollenhoven Institute of Leiden University, the Netherlands. An 
insight into the project exemplifies the potential of interdisciplinary collaboration, involving interactions 
among faculty from diverse streams such as law, environmental science, economics, and political science. 
Such interactions have proved invaluable in understanding and designing a curriculum that not only 
addresses the legal dimensions of climate change but also its broader socio-economic and scientific 
contexts. 
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Target Audience: The book aims to provide law educators, policymakers, and academic institutions with 
insights into developing a curriculum that prepares law students to effectively tackle the legal challenges 
posed by climate change. It argues for a curriculum that is not siloed but expansive, reflecting the 
interconnected nature of today’s global challenges. Through detailed analyses of Australian educational 
practices and the collaborative academic approaches fostered by the Van Vollenhoven Institute, this book 
offers a blueprint for law schools worldwide to enhance their educational approaches and better prepare 
their students for a future where legal issues are increasingly dominated by climate change considerations. 

By examining how different disciplines can enrich law studies and equip students with a holistic 
understanding of climate law, this book contributes to the ongoing discourse on legal education reform. It 
underscores the importance of an interdisciplinary approach in fostering a deeper comprehension of the 
legal, environmental, and ethical implications of climate change, which is essential for cultivating capable 
and responsive legal professionals in the 21st century. 

Existing Literature 
Although there is a wealth of articles addressing how law schools have responded to teaching climate 
change law, particularly through interdisciplinary and integrated approaches, there remains a notable lack 
of comprehensive works on the subject. A relevant publication in this area is Kimberly K. Smith’s Making 
Climate Lawyers: Climate Change in American Law Schools – 1985–2020, published by the University 
Press of Kansas in 2024, which explores the evolution of climate change education in U.S. law schools over 
several decades. However, more extensive and detailed examinations of global educational practices and 
their effectiveness in addressing the legal complexities brought about by climate change are still needed. 

One of the most recent contributions is the edited work of Dr Julia Dehm from La Trobe University, 
Australia, Becoming a Climate-Conscious Lawyer: Climate Change and the Australian Legal System. 
While this literature touches on similar themes, the current book aims to provide a more focused 
exploration of teaching methodologies and serves as a guide for both students and faculty in approaching 
the discipline of climate change law in the classroom. Therefore, despite some thematic overlap, there is a 
considerable difference in the scope and intent of this book compared to existing literature. 

Jurisdictional References 
Although the book is designed to be applicable across jurisdictions, examples from the Netherlands and 
India have been chosen, considering the jurisdictional context of the project. These two countries provide 
valuable international reference points due to their distinct approaches to integrating climate change law 
into corporate governance, regulatory frameworks, and environmental policies. The Netherlands, with its 
progressive climate policies and legal precedents like Milieudefensie v. Royal Dutch Shell, serves as a 
model for European and global efforts to hold corporations accountable for their environmental impact. 
India, as a rapidly developing economy with emerging climate regulations and frameworks like SEBI’s 
Business Responsibility and Sustainability Reporting (BRSR), offers insights into how developing 
countries are balancing economic growth with sustainability commitments. Together, these examples 
reflect a broad spectrum of legal approaches, making them ideal for illustrating the global relevance of the 
book’s themes. 

Estimated Length of the Book 
The book will consist of 12 chapters, including an introduction and conclusion. The first two chapters 
(introduction and a core chapter) are expected to cover approximately 50 pages combined. The remaining 
10 chapters will be around 20 pages each. In total, the book is projected to be approximately 300 pages. 
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P A R T  1 :  I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Chapter 1: Introduction 

Climate change is an existential threat that transcends national boundaries, impacting every facet of 
human life, from environmental integrity and public health to economic stability and global security. The 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has repeatedly underscored the urgency of limiting 
global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels to avert catastrophic consequences. The 
complexity and scale of this challenge necessitate a multifaceted response, with law serving as a critical 
tool in orchestrating global and local efforts to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to the 
changing climate. 

The Integral Role of Law in Climate Action 
Law functions as the backbone of climate governance by establishing binding norms, principles, and 
procedures that regulate activities contributing to climate change. It provides the legal infrastructure for 
implementing policies, enforcing regulations, and adjudicating disputes. Through legislation, regulation, 
and judicial decisions, law influences behaviour by setting standards for emissions, incentivizing clean 
energy, and penalizing non-compliance. 

International Legal Frameworks 
At the international level, legal instruments facilitate cooperation among nations, recognizing that climate 
change is a global commons problem requiring collective action. The foundational legal framework is the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), adopted in 1992, which sets out 
the basic obligations of parties to mitigate climate change and adapt to its effects. 

– Kyoto Protocol (1997): The first significant extension of the UNFCCC, the Kyoto Protocol imposed 
legally binding emission reduction targets on developed countries, based on the principle of 
"common but differentiated responsibilities." While it marked a critical step, its limited scope and 
the withdrawal of key nations highlighted challenges in achieving global consensus. 

– Paris Agreement (2015): The Paris Agreement represents a paradigm shift by involving both 
developed and developing countries in mitigation efforts. It introduces nationally determined 
contributions (NDCs), allowing countries to set their own targets in accordance with their 
capabilities and circumstances. The Agreement emphasizes transparency through robust reporting 
and review mechanisms, aiming to enhance accountability. 

Challenges in International Law 
Despite these frameworks, significant challenges persist: 

– Ambition Gap: Current NDCs are insufficient to meet the 1.5-degree Celsius goal, necessitating 
more ambitious targets and implementation strategies. 

– Enforcement Limitations: International law relies heavily on the goodwill of states, with limited 
mechanisms to enforce compliance or penalize non-performance. 

– Equity and Justice Issues: Balancing the developmental needs of emerging economies with global 
emission reduction goals raises complex questions about fairness and historical responsibility. 

National and Subnational Legislation 
Translating international commitments into concrete action requires robust national legal systems. 
Countries employ various legislative and regulatory approaches: 
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– Carbon Pricing Mechanisms: Instruments like carbon taxes and emissions trading systems 
internalize the environmental cost of carbon emissions. The European Union’s Emissions Trading 
System (EU ETS) is the largest such market, setting a cap on total emissions and allowing trading of 
emission allowances. 

– Renewable Energy Laws: Legislation promoting renewable energy adoption includes feed-in tariffs, 
renewable portfolio standards, and subsidies. Germany’s Renewable Energy Sources Act (EEG) has 
been instrumental in propelling the country towards its Energiewende, or energy transition. 

– Energy Efficiency Standards: Regulations mandating efficiency in buildings, appliances, and 
industrial processes reduce energy consumption and emissions. The United States’ Corporate 
Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) standards, for example, set efficiency requirements for vehicles. 

Adaptation Law and Policy 
Adaptation is an equally crucial component of climate law, addressing the need to adjust societal systems 
in response to climatic changes: 

– Disaster Risk Reduction: Laws enhancing resilience to extreme weather events include building 
codes designed for stronger storms and flood defences. Japan’s comprehensive disaster 
management legislation integrates climate considerations. 

– Land Use Planning: Zoning laws prevent development in vulnerable areas, preserving natural 
buffers like wetlands that mitigate climate impacts. Coastal zone management laws help 
communities adapt to sea-level rise. 

– Water Resource Management: Legal frameworks govern the allocation and sustainable use of water 
resources, critical in regions facing droughts or altered precipitation patterns due to climate change. 

Judicial Interventions and Climate Litigation 
Courts are increasingly becoming arenas for climate action, with litigation serving as a mechanism to 
enforce laws, challenge inadequate policies, and hold actors accountable: 

– Government Accountability Cases: Citizens and organizations sue governments for failing to meet 
climate obligations. The landmark Urgenda case in the Netherlands compelled the government to 
adopt more stringent emission reduction targets. 

– Corporate Responsibility Lawsuits: Litigation against corporations seeks to attribute liability for 
climate damages and force changes in business practices. Cases like Lliuya v. RWE AG in Germany 
explore the legal responsibility of emitters for climate-related harm. 

– Human Rights Approaches: Claimants argue that inadequate climate action violates fundamental 
human rights, such as the right to life, health, and property. The Human Rights Committee has 
recognized that climate change can infringe upon these rights. 

Interdisciplinary Collaboration 
Effective climate law cannot operate in isolation; it must integrate insights from various disciplines: 

– Economics: Legal mechanisms often rely on economic principles to incentivize behaviour change. 
Designing effective carbon pricing requires economic modelling and understanding market 
dynamics. 

– Science and Technology: Scientific research informs legal standards and regulatory thresholds. 
Emerging technologies like carbon capture and storage (CCS) present new legal challenges and 
opportunities. 



  

Climate-Conscious Legal Education – Book Outline Page 6 

– Social Sciences: Addressing climate justice involves understanding the social and cultural 
dimensions of climate impacts. Laws must consider the disproportionate effects on marginalized 
communities. 

– International Relations: Diplomatic efforts and geopolitical considerations influence the 
development and implementation of international agreements. 

Climate Finance and Technology Transfer 
Mobilizing financial resources and facilitating technology transfer are essential for enabling action, 
particularly in developing countries: 

– Financial Mechanisms: Funds like the Green Climate Fund (GCF) and the Global Environment 
Facility (GEF) provide financial support for mitigation and adaptation projects. Legal agreements 
govern the contributions, disbursement, and oversight of these funds. 

– Technology Transfer: The UNFCCC promotes the development and transfer of environmentally 
sound technologies. Legal issues related to intellectual property rights (IPR) require careful 
navigation to balance innovation incentives with broader dissemination. 

Emerging Trends and Future Directions 
The evolution of climate law continues as new challenges and opportunities arise: 

– Net-Zero Legislation: An increasing number of countries are enacting laws committing to net-zero 
emissions by mid-century. The UK’s Climate Change Act was one of the first to set legally binding 
carbon budgets. 

– Non-State Actors: Cities, corporations, and civil society organizations are playing a more prominent 
role, with legal frameworks beginning to recognize and incorporate their contributions. 

– Climate Geoengineering: As the window for conventional mitigation narrows, legal frameworks 
may need to address controversial technologies like solar radiation management, raising complex 
ethical and regulatory questions. 

– Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services: Recognizing the interdependence of climate change and 
biodiversity loss, laws are increasingly adopting an integrated approach to environmental 
protection. 

The Evolution and Scope of Climate Change Law 
At its core, climate change law emerges from foundational legal principles, built over time to address both 
global and local environmental challenges. Climate change law encompasses various legal instruments, 
including international treaties, national statutes, and local regulations that dictate environmental 
standards. The international legal regime, illustrated by the Paris Agreement, binds countries to take 
responsibility for their emissions and promotes cooperation among nations. National laws on climate 
action, such as carbon pricing mechanisms and renewable energy mandates, serve to enforce local 
compliance while contributing to the global effort. 

However, the application of climate change law is not without its challenges. Effective implementation 
requires technical expertise, robust enforcement mechanisms, and cross-disciplinary cooperation. 
Furthermore, there is a growing recognition that climate change cannot be tackled in silos. Laws governing 
energy, land use, and human rights must be interwoven into the broader fabric of climate change 
regulation. This chapter explores these mechanisms and highlights the need for an integrated legal 
framework to combat climate change effectively. 
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The Role of Lawyers in Shaping Climate Action 
Lawyers are at the forefront of the fight against climate change, playing key roles in the creation, 
interpretation, and enforcement of climate-related laws. From litigating cases against corporations for 
environmental damage to negotiating international climate agreements, lawyers’ expertise is critical to 
shaping effective climate policies. Their influence extends beyond the courtroom; they draft and advocate 
for legislation that addresses emissions, sustainability, and climate resilience at every level of governance, 
local, national, and international. 

In the corporate sector, lawyers guide businesses through compliance with environmental regulations, 
helping them mitigate climate risks and transition to sustainable practices. Their role in advising on carbon 
trading systems, emissions reduction agreements, and renewable energy projects is crucial to creating a 
more sustainable future. Lawyers also work with non-governmental organizations and advocacy groups, 
ensuring vulnerable populations are protected from the disproportionate impacts of climate change. The 
legal profession has embraced climate change as a multifaceted issue, and the concept of "all lawyers are 
climate change lawyers" is gaining widespread acceptance. 

The legal profession’s involvement in climate action reflects the growing realization that environmental 
responsibility cannot be compartmentalized within specialized fields of law. Lawyers across all disciplines, 
corporate, human rights, environmental, must recognize the interconnectedness of their work with climate 
issues. This evolving role of lawyers in climate change highlights the need for legal professionals to be well-
equipped to tackle the complex legal, regulatory, and ethical challenges posed by a changing climate. 

The Critical Role of Law Schools in Preparing Climate-Conscious Lawyers 
As the legal profession’s role in climate action grows, law schools bear the responsibility of preparing the 
next generation of lawyers to face this pressing global challenge. Law schools are uniquely positioned to 
cultivate legal professionals who understand the multifaceted nature of climate change and are equipped 
to address it through law and policy. Many institutions have already begun integrating climate change law, 
environmental policy, and sustainability into their curricula, recognizing the need to train future lawyers 
in these critical areas. 

However, simply offering additional courses on environmental law is insufficient. Climate change must be 
embedded into the core of legal education, transcending traditional boundaries between disciplines. Law 
schools must offer not only theoretical knowledge but also practical training in areas such as climate 
litigation, policy advocacy, and interdisciplinary collaboration. Preparing climate-conscious lawyers 
requires a curriculum that reflects the complexities of climate change, including its intersections with 
international treaties, human rights, and environmental science. 

Moreover, the responsibility of law schools extends beyond classroom instruction. They must foster a 
culture of climate awareness, encouraging students to engage with climate issues through extracurricular 
activities, research projects, and public service. Law students should be provided with opportunities to 
participate in climate negotiations, environmental justice initiatives, and other real-world applications of 
climate law. As the chapter explores, law schools are not just educating future lawyers; they are shaping 
the future stewards of environmental justice. 

This chapter has outlined the critical roles that law, lawyers, and law schools play in the global response to 
climate change. Law serves as the foundation for both mitigation and adaptation efforts, providing 
enforceable mechanisms that govern human interaction with the environment. Lawyers, in turn, are the 
architects of these mechanisms, shaping policies and advocating for legal frameworks that address the 
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complexities of climate change. Finally, law schools serve as the breeding ground for the next generation 
of climate-conscious legal professionals, equipping them with the skills and knowledge necessary to 
navigate the challenges ahead. 

The intertwined nature of these three components highlights the necessity of an integrated approach to 
climate change law. As climate change continues to evolve, so too must the legal frameworks that address 
it. By fostering a legal profession that is informed, adaptable, and interdisciplinary, law can continue to 
serve as a powerful tool in the fight against climate change. 
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P A R T  2 :  I N T E G R A T E D  A P P R O A C H  

Integrated Approach 

This section of the book focuses on the integration of climate change law with various core legal disciplines, 
such as contract law, tort law, administrative law, and more. Climate change is a multifaceted issue that 
impacts a wide array of legal frameworks, and its effective regulation requires a comprehensive 
understanding of how it intersects with these other fields. The aim of this part is to provide law students 
with a holistic perspective on how climate change laws are not isolated but deeply interconnected with 
broader legal principles that govern contractual obligations, tortious liabilities, regulatory actions, and 
more. 

Each chapter in this section will explore the intersections between climate change law and a specific legal 
discipline. For instance, the chapter on contract law will discuss how climate considerations are becoming 
increasingly important in contractual negotiations, such as in force majeure clauses and renewable energy 
contracts. Similarly, the chapter on tort law will address climate-related claims in negligence and nuisance 
cases, where entities may be held liable for contributing to environmental harm. By examining these 
connections, law students will gain a deeper understanding of how traditional legal doctrines can be 
adapted to address the urgent challenges posed by climate change. 

Chapter Structure and Approach 
Each chapter will follow a structured approach that includes theoretical exploration, practical examples, 
and interactive elements to engage students in critical thinking and discussion. 

– Interconnection Between Disciplines: Each chapter will begin by exploring how climate change law 
intersects with the respective discipline. For example, in administrative law, we will look at how 
governmental agencies regulate and enforce climate policies, and how judicial review can impact 
climate regulations. This theoretical foundation will set the stage for further exploration. 

– Classroom Examples and Case Studies: To bring these concepts to life, the chapter will present 
specific examples that illustrate these intersections. For instance, a contract law chapter might 
include real-world cases involving renewable energy agreements, where climate clauses play a 
pivotal role. 

– Interactive Classroom Sessions: Each chapter will include interactive elements designed to foster 
active discussion in the classroom, involving situational analysis and problem-solving exercises 
with hypothetical legal scenarios. Sample questions include: "How should liability be determined 
when climate change effects are widespread and caused by multiple actors?" and "What legal 
mechanisms can be used to incentivize companies to adopt more climate-friendly practices?" 

– Discussion Questions and Debates: Each chapter will conclude with a series of questions aimed at 
stimulating class discussions and debates, such as: "How should contract law evolve to better 
address climate risks in long-term agreements?" and "What role can administrative law play in 
enforcing stricter climate regulations, and where do legal challenges arise?" 

– Reflective Exercises: Lastly, each chapter will provide reflective exercises where students can think 
about how the law they are studying can be adapted to meet the growing demands of climate 
regulation. 

Chapter 2: Contract Law and Climate Change 
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The chapter will focus on the integration of climate change considerations into contract law, illustrating 
how sustainability can be embedded in legal frameworks through contractual agreements. The chapter will 
begin by exploring the theoretical underpinnings of including environmental clauses in contracts, such as 
carbon footprint reporting requirements and adherence to environmental standards in supply chains. It 
will discuss the legal and ethical rationales for these provisions, emphasizing the role of contracts in 
promoting environmental responsibility and sustainability across various industries. 

Following the theoretical introduction, the chapter will delve into practical applications, providing detailed 
guidance on how to draft and negotiate contracts that incorporate environmental provisions. This section 
will offer examples of standard clauses that could be included in contracts to ensure compliance with 
environmental regulations and promote sustainable practices, including clauses related to energy 
efficiency, waste reduction, and the use of renewable resources. 

To enhance learning, the chapter will include a series of practical exercises and simulations designed to 
give students hands-on experience. These activities will involve scenarios where students must negotiate 
and draft contracts for hypothetical businesses, incorporating specific environmental clauses that address 
realistic challenges and objectives. The exercises will be structured to encourage critical thinking and 
problem-solving, helping students understand not only how to draft such clauses but also how to negotiate 
and defend them in a business context. 

Moreover, the chapter will address potential legal challenges and disputes that may arise from these 
environmental clauses, discussing how they can be enforced and the implications of non-compliance. This 
discussion will help prepare students for real-world legal practice, where they may need to advise clients 
on both the benefits and legal risks associated with environmental contract provisions. 

Chapter 3: Tort Law and Climate Change 
The chapter will explore how climate change is reshaping the landscape of tort law, particularly by 
increasing the likelihood and severity of harms that may lead to novel forms of liability. The focus will be 
on how climate change considerations are being integrated into traditional tort doctrines, especially 
concerning duty of care and causation. By examining key case studies from both India and the Netherlands, 
the chapter will provide a global perspective on the legal challenges and responsibilities emerging for 
companies, governments, and other entities in the face of climate change. 

It will begin by discussing how climate change influences traditional concepts of tort liability, particularly 
the evolving understanding of duty of care and foreseeability. As climate risks become more apparent and 
scientifically measurable, there is increasing legal pressure on companies and governments to proactively 
mitigate these risks. Drawing on examples from India, such as the Sterlite Copper Plant case, the chapter 
will show how the Indian legal system is responding to corporate environmental negligence. The role of 
India’s National Green Tribunal (NGT) in addressing tort claims involving environmental degradation will 
also be examined, showcasing how Indian courts are increasingly using tort principles to hold corporations 
accountable for environmental damage. 

Similarly, the author will analyse the landmark Dutch case Urgenda Foundation v. The State of the 
Netherlands, where the government was found liable for insufficient action on climate change. This case 
illustrates how tort law is being used to compel governments to take more proactive measures to mitigate 
climate risks. By contrasting the Indian and Dutch experiences, students will gain a comparative 
understanding of how different legal systems approach the duty of care in climate-related tort cases. 
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To illustrate how these principles are applied in practice, the chapter will include in-depth analyses of key 
case studies. In India, the Sterlite Copper Plant case will be explored in detail, highlighting how corporate 
negligence and failure to address environmental risks can lead to significant legal liabilities, alongside the 
impact of the National Green Tribunal. In the Netherlands, the Urgenda case will serve as a pivotal 
example of government liability for climate inaction, demonstrating how courts are interpreting tort 
principles to hold states accountable for failing to meet their climate obligations. 

The chapter will also feature interactive elements to enhance the learning experience, such as mock trials 
and workshops. Students will participate in mock trials where they take on roles as plaintiffs, defendants, 
and judges in climate-related tort cases, using the Indian and Dutch legal contexts as a basis. These mock 
trials will challenge students to debate issues such as causation, foreseeability, and duty of care. 
Additionally, workshops will focus on applying tort principles to hypothetical climate scenarios, where 
students will assess the legal liabilities of companies or governments in cases involving climate-related 
disasters such as floods, droughts, or heatwaves. 

Chapter 4: Corporate Law and Climate Change 
This chapter will address the profound impacts of climate change on corporate governance, focusing on 
how escalating environmental concerns are reshaping corporate social responsibility (CSR) and directors’ 
duties. It will explore how businesses are required to integrate climate-related risks and sustainability into 
their governance structures to meet both legal obligations and stakeholder expectations. 

Integration of Climate Change into Corporate Governance 
The chapter will discuss the expanding scope of corporate governance in the context of climate change, 
with a focus on how corporate responsibilities are evolving in both India and the Netherlands. In both 
countries, traditional governance models are increasingly incorporating Environmental, Social, and 
Governance (ESG) criteria, making climate risk management an essential element of strategic planning 
and operational decision-making. 

In India, the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has made ESG disclosures mandatory for the 
top 1,000 listed companies under its Business Responsibility and Sustainability Reporting (BRSR) 
framework. Meanwhile, in the Netherlands, corporate governance is evolving under the influence of the 
Dutch Corporate Governance Code and the EU Sustainable Finance Disclosure Regulation (SFDR), which 
promote transparency in climate risk management. These frameworks require companies to integrate 
climate-related risks into their governance structures, ensuring that boards are actively considering 
environmental impacts in their decision-making. 

The chapter will also cover the legal consequences for companies in both jurisdictions that fail to address 
climate risks. In India, companies may face scrutiny from the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) 
and regulatory penalties for non-compliance, while in the Netherlands, firms could face lawsuits or 
regulatory actions under EU climate policies, as seen in cases like Milieudefensie v. Royal Dutch Shell, 
where Shell was ordered to cut its CO2 emissions by 45% by 2030. 

Case Studies: India and the Netherlands 
To illustrate the effective integration of climate considerations into corporate governance, the chapter will 
analyse case studies from both India and the Netherlands. In India, the case of Tata Group demonstrates 
how large conglomerates are embedding ESG principles into their business models by setting ambitious 
climate goals, such as achieving carbon neutrality by 2030. 
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In the Netherlands, the chapter will examine the case of DSM, a global company headquartered in the 
country, recognized for its proactive approach to climate governance. DSM has adopted science-based 
targets to reduce emissions, demonstrating the company’s focus on sustainability while maintaining 
profitability and competitiveness. 

Workshops on ESG Criteria and Climate Risk Management 
The chapter proposes interactive workshops to teach students the practical application of ESG criteria in 
corporate decision-making, tailored to both the Indian and Dutch corporate contexts. Participants will 
engage in role-playing exercises simulating board meetings, assuming the roles of directors at companies 
like Tata Power (India) or Royal Philips (Netherlands), debating strategies to reduce carbon emissions 
while maintaining business growth. 

Students will be tasked with developing their own ESG guidelines based on hypothetical business scenarios 
relevant to their local or global contexts. Teaching Methodology: utilizing a mix of theoretical discussions, 
case study analyses, and practical workshops, the chapter aims to equip students with a holistic 
understanding of the challenges and opportunities that climate change presents for corporate governance. 

Chapter 5: Property Law and Climate Change 
This chapter will critically examine the impact of climate change on property rights, highlighting how 
increased environmental disturbances such as flooding, coastal erosion, and wildfires lead to complex legal 
disputes over land use and water rights. 

Integration of Climate Change into Property Law: the discussion will focus on the specific ways in which 
climate change is altering property rights. For instance, the chapter will explore scenarios where rising sea 
levels change coastal boundaries, affecting ownership and access rights, or where prolonged droughts 
impact water rights and usage agreements. 

Case Studies on Climate Change and Property Disputes: to illustrate these challenges, the chapter will 
present detailed case studies, including disputes over floodplain management in areas newly susceptible 
to flooding or legal challenges related to the reclassification of land zones in wildfire-prone regions. 

Role-Playing Scenarios for Learning: a significant component of this chapter will be the facilitation of role-
playing scenarios where students are put into the shoes of legal practitioners tasked with resolving disputes 
involving properties adversely affected by climate change, such as mediation between landowners 
disputing shifting property lines, or negotiating water rights in drought-affected regions. 

Teaching Methodology: this interactive approach, combined with traditional legal analysis, aims to provide 
students with a practical understanding of the material. By the end of the chapter, students will have gained 
a comprehensive understanding of the dynamic interplay between climate change and property rights, 
equipped with both theoretical knowledge and practical skills to handle real-world disputes effectively. 

Chapter 6: International Law and Climate Law 
This chapter will explore the vital role of international law in addressing climate change through the lens 
of treaties and agreements, focusing on the mechanisms for enforcement and compliance. 

Integration of International Law and Climate Change: the chapter will delve into how international law 
forms the backbone of the global response to climate change, analysing key treaties such as the Kyoto 



  

Climate-Conscious Legal Education – Book Outline Page 13 

Protocol, the Paris Agreement, and other regional and global frameworks, including the obligations these 
treaties place on countries and the penalties for non-compliance. 

Case Studies on International Environmental Agreements: detailed case studies will provide insights into 
the practical aspects of international treaties in action, including disputes over transboundary pollution 
brought before international courts or arbitration panels, and the implementation and effectiveness of the 
Paris Agreement. 

Moot Court Competitions: to further enrich students’ learning experiences, the chapter will detail the 
organization of moot court competitions that simulate international disputes related to climate change, 
allowing students to engage in debates over hypothetical cases and hone their legal arguing and reasoning 
skills. 

Teaching Methodology: combining theoretical discussions with practical exercises, the chapter aims to 
provide a dynamic and comprehensive educational experience through moot court competitions paired 
with interactive lectures and discussions led by experts in international law. 

Chapter 7: Administrative Law and Climate Change 
This chapter will focus on the crucial role of government agencies in regulating activities that impact 
climate change, delving into how these regulations are formulated, challenged, and enforced. 

Integration of Government Regulation and Climate Change: the chapter will begin by exploring the specific 
responsibilities of government agencies in the context of environmental regulation in India, discussing 
legal frameworks such as the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 and the Air (Prevention and Control of 
Pollution) Act, 1981. The chapter will highlight the role of the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and 
the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) in enforcing these regulations, 
extending to cases adjudicated by the National Green Tribunal (NGT). 

Challenges to Environmental Regulations: further, the chapter will examine key cases where 
environmental regulations have been contested, including landmark legal battles over regulatory 
measures, challenges from industries or corporations, and the role of public interest litigation in enforcing 
environmental norms. 

Field Trips to Government Agencies: to enhance learning, the chapter will detail how to organize field trips 
to government agencies responsible for environmental regulation, offering students firsthand experience 
of the regulatory process. 

Teaching Methodology: the chapter will employ a blend of lecture-based teaching, interactive discussions, 
real-world case studies, and experiential learning through field trips to create a dynamic and 
comprehensive educational experience. 

Chapter 8: Human Rights Law and Climate Change 
This chapter will delve into the human rights implications of climate change, examining how the global 
phenomenon increasingly impacts fundamental human rights, including the right to life, health, and an 
adequate standard of living. 

Integration of Human Rights and Climate Change: the chapter begins by exploring how climate change 
acts as a multiplier of existing vulnerabilities, affecting populations’ basic rights globally, including the 
legal recognition of environmental rights as human rights. 
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Human Rights Cases and International Frameworks: to provide concrete examples, the chapter will 
analyse landmark judicial decisions and international human rights instruments, including cases brought 
before the Human Rights Committee or regional human rights courts, and frameworks such as the 
UNFCCC and the Paris Agreement. 

Debates on Climate Change and Human Rights: a significant portion of the chapter will be dedicated to 
hosting debates on critical topics, such as the designation of climate change as a human rights issue and 
the responsibilities of nations toward climate refugees. 

Teaching Methodology: the chapter will use a combination of theoretical discussions, analysis of case law, 
interactive debates, and review of international treaties to offer a rich, multidimensional learning 
experience. 

Chapter 9: Criminal Law and Climate Change 
This chapter will explore the emerging field of "ecocide," focusing on the concept of establishing potential 
criminal liabilities for actions that significantly harm the environment. 

Integration of Ecocide into Environmental Law: the chapter begins by defining "ecocide" and tracing its 
development within the international legal framework, including the push to recognize ecocide as a crime 
under international law, akin to genocide and war crimes, and the Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court. 

Case Studies and International Developments: to contextualize the discussion, the chapter will analyse key 
instances where environmental destruction approached the threshold of ecocide, reviewing cases from the 
International Criminal Court and national courts, as well as countries that have started to incorporate 
ecocide laws into their national legal systems. 

Discussion Groups on Hypothetical Scenarios: a significant teaching methodology employed in this 
chapter will be the use of discussion groups to delve into hypothetical scenarios where companies or 
individuals could face criminal charges for environmental destruction, considering factors like intent, scale 
of damage, and the adequacy of existing legal frameworks. 

Teaching Methodology: the chapter will combine theoretical exploration with interactive elements such as 
discussion groups, case studies, and reviews of legislative texts, supplemented by guest lectures from 
experts in international law and environmental justice. 

Chapter 10: International Trade Law and Climate Change 
The chapter explores the critical intersections between trade law and climate change law, offering a 
comprehensive analysis of how these two fields can be integrated to address global climate challenges. 
Trade law, which has traditionally focused on reducing barriers to commerce and promoting economic 
growth, must now adapt to incorporate climate objectives. 

The chapter will delve into key examples of how trade and climate laws interact, such as the environmental 
chapters in free trade agreements like the US–Mexico–Canada Agreement (USMCA), WTO disputes 
involving environmental protection measures, and the European Union’s proposed Carbon Border 
Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM). 

In addition to exploring theoretical frameworks and legal precedents, this chapter will also focus on 
practical applications for legal education, proposing innovative teaching methodologies including case 
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studies, simulated trade negotiations, and problem-based learning scenarios. Students will explore 
questions such as: "How can trade policies be designed to promote sustainability while remaining 
compliant with international trade law?" and "What role should developing countries play in shaping 
climate-focused trade agreements?" 

Through a combination of theoretical analysis and practical learning strategies, this chapter offers a 
roadmap for how trade law and climate change law can be taught in a way that equips future legal 
professionals with the knowledge and skills needed to navigate the complex intersection of global 
commerce and climate policy. 
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P A R T  3 :  C O N C L U S I O N  

Chapter 11: Preparation of Climate-Conscious Lawyers 

After critically examining the role of law schools in preparing climate-conscious lawyers, this chapter will 
explore some of the global practices in integrating climate change law into legal education. Focusing on 
jurisdictions such as the US, Canada, and Australia, it will provide valuable insights into how institutions 
are responding to the urgent need for climate-focused legal training. 

As climate change becomes a more urgent global issue, law schools must actively integrate climate change 
law into their curricula, ensuring that future legal professionals are equipped to address the complex legal, 
policy, and regulatory challenges it presents. This chapter focuses on three essential areas: integrating 
climate change law into legal education, reframing climate change law as a core subject, and employing 
interdisciplinary approaches to teaching this critical subject. 

Engaging with Climate Change Laws in Legal Education: Global Practices 
The first section of this chapter explores how law schools in various jurisdictions, such as the US, Canada, 
and Australia, have incorporated climate change law into their curricula. This section provides a 
comparative analysis of different approaches, including embedding climate change law as a core part of 
legal education, offering standalone modules, and integrating climate-related content across various 
subjects. 

Climate Change Law as a Core Subject: From Elective to Essential 
Climate change law is often offered as an elective or part of an environmental law module, but the global 
urgency of the climate crisis calls for a fundamental shift. This section argues for repositioning climate 
change law as a core subject within legal education, given its intersection with numerous legal fields 
including human rights, international trade, energy policy, and socio-economic development. 

This section outlines why offering climate change law as a core subject, rather than as an elective, is critical 
to preparing future legal professionals for the regulatory, litigation, and policy challenges ahead, ensuring 
that all law graduates have a foundational understanding of climate law. 

Different Approaches to Teaching Climate Change Law 
The section considers the various approaches to teaching climate change law, emphasizing the need for 
dynamic, interdisciplinary, and integrated methods that go beyond traditional legal instruction. 

The chapter covers key approaches such as interdisciplinary learning, where students are encouraged to 
work collaboratively with peers from other disciplines like environmental science, economics, and political 
science. These collaborations offer law students the opportunity to approach climate issues from multiple 
perspectives. 

Additionally, the author explores the use of an integrated approach in climate change law education, where 
case studies require students to analyse climate-related issues by drawing on insights from a range of 
disciplines, such as how environmental regulations intersect with economic policies, the scientific basis for 
climate litigation, or the ethical implications of climate-related decisions. 

Furthermore, the chapter examines experiential learning opportunities as an important approach, looking 
at how law schools can partner with environmental organizations, governmental bodies, and 
interdisciplinary research centres to provide students with hands-on experience in addressing climate 
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issues, exposing them to practical, real-world challenges that enhance their ability to apply the law in 
innovative and effective ways. 

Chapter 12: The Future of Law Schools and Climate Change 

This concluding chapter offers a comprehensive vision for the future of law schools in addressing climate 
change, emphasizing the need for transformative educational reform. It provides a roadmap for integrating 
climate law into the core curriculum, advocating for a shift away from viewing climate issues as a niche 
area of study. 

By exploring the benefits of interdisciplinary approaches, drawing on environmental science, economics, 
and technology, this chapter outlines how law schools can better equip students to tackle the multifaceted 
challenges posed by the climate crisis. Through real-world applications and international collaboration, 
the chapter also highlights how law schools can play a pivotal role in shaping future lawyers who are not 
only skilled in climate litigation but are also leaders in policy innovation and global sustainability efforts. 
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